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LEGISLATION AND THE

There is report that when early ia
January the Deaocrat e
elect of tike next Hoe of
tives tweet fer ea K s aietiea Will be
made te have eaaetts wide epee
to perMit the prose te be represeated
and te tie away with all the foelish-
E crecy that ia the pest surrounded

will b permitted but a at for it
will be popular toti ia the
right eirectSea There to be
law a aJast aay sort ef eiecstive ses-
sions of legislative bodies whether
houses of Coagress State Legislatures
city eetiacfls er cemaiittees ef

bodies This Is a day ef pub-
licity We wa t it fox affairs ef

for the coaeeras of our
political c 3 ittees Why meet have
the real thing

So long as the real business of
is dose ia committees aad

everybody knows tftat the fine work
to be done all the
that caw be seeureu will be use-

less aalese it reaches to committee
No committee of Congress

ought to be permitted io lock its doors
it sits down with its business

The pubic may be anneyiug and the
reproseatatfces wT the prose may be ia
the way at times Confidences may-
be a bit more difficult ia the glare of
potential publieity but the truth is
that the fewer confidences iadaiged
among legislators ia circula
stances better for the public

That is why it be a floe thing
If somebody wewhi try to force an
open caucus ea the Democrats If the
move eceeied the Kepublicags weuid-

nve be eq Hr frank with tie
people aad their eawowi be
opened The thus estab-
lished would ppreed to other legis-

lative poKiJcal bodies and Sa ao
long time the idea ef secret legis-

lative perforaHince wouM be aakaown
Not all doae in darkness are

necessarily bed but darkness is al
ways sought as a cover to those thai
are bad The proportion of dark
deeds wilt be rettoeed just about as
the supply darkness is cut off

Let the Democrats turn on the light
They could do few things w would
be more calculated to command the
countrys confidence

GEORLGETOWN GAS PATRONS
ARE HELPLESS

Tie Times has received an inquiry
trbma reader who wants to know why
he bas pay 1 per thousand cubic
feet for his gas when the price of gas
in the District ia tq
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cents He sends us receipted
showing his rate to be 1 with
discoun of 25 coat per fekotisad if
the bill is paid by lOik of the moriSk

The Times readier is simply
against it He is a patron of the
Georgetown Gas Light Company
through no fault of his ewn and un-

fortunately the legal rate for that com
pany is TiBe rate shows en Iris bill

The last annual report of the
Georgetown company shores it
has a capital stock f 18000 divided
into C K0 shares of 25 each Its list
of stockholders shows that 3 80 of
these 6A sharps are held by the
Washington Gua Light Company So
far as the omaumer is eeac rne l there
is no difference between the eompaities
except in their rates

The statutory gas rates for the Dis-

trict were fixed in 1S66 the
Georgetown company was altewed a
higher rate because it was a smaller
company the theory being that a com-

pany manufacturing and
large quantity of gas could akc a
fair profit on a rate lower that
of a company ntanHfaetaring and sell-

ing a small quantity Laet year the
Georgetown company s ld 93 89tM

cubic feet The Washington Gas
Company sold 2054796471 feet The
Georgetown company gross receipts
were 129311 6 The Waehingto-
ncprapanysgross were 2 06

986

The statutory rate for the
Company is 1 flat but the de-

mand for reduction has been so

that the company has been
forced to cut the price t i cents
and has promised to off another
nickel after 1 wi
der no legal obligation to do so

The Times reader who complains f
his rate lives in the theoretical terri
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tory of the Georgetown company
he is actually decor to th

plant of the Waehi gt company
The operations ef Ge rg wii

company are coi ited by statute to
that part of the District of Cofcuabia

formerly as Ge rget wH

of the interests that control

the

knots TIM

practice

al-

though
¬

both companies is t here the George-

town cea any serve that part of she

District west of Reek ereek and the
Washington eompaay that part f the
District east of Reek creek This
throws to the Georgetown company
to the bigherrate company these r
dents ef the District living in the
rapidly developwg territory w time

nortwest section beyond Beck creek
The only relief i sight for the gee

patron who sent his hilt to The Times
and for his hundreds of neighbors is
aa appeal to Congress for redsction-

ia the legal rate of the Georgetown
company

FINAL RESULTS OF BRITISH
ELECTIONS

The British elections have revolted
in a close majority for the government
coalition aad a mandate to proceed
with the reform of the house of lords

would be idle for us en this sid
ef the water to speculate ea the pre-

cise plans for tile future since there
is so much difference ef opinion among
those who are in the the fight

The proposition on which tie govern-
ment appealed te the country was
to sabstitTite for the house of lovely

as at present constituted sewed
chamber on a popular instead of hered-
itary basis Bat until such substi-
tution could be effected it was

that the lads be denied the
power of rejecting or amending a
money bill

The speaker of the house was to
decide whether a measure within
any of the enumerated categories
which were declared to constitute a
money bill When any measure other
than a money bill has passed the
commons m three successive sessions
it shall become Jaw notwithstanding
its rejection or amendment by the
lords prorided that at least two years
have elapsed between the introduction
of the bill and the date on which it
passes the house for the third time

This is tie measure which the coun-
try has undoubtedly indorsed It is
highly probable that the peers will
yield without forcing the King to
create 500 liberal peers but it is still
more probable that in the meantime
another conference may be called in
the hope of working out eome com-
promise agreement

The election has given a mandate
kind of Irish home ruse and

the Irish nationalists holding the
balance of power are in high feather
Everything may be postponed how
ever in favor of election reform and
the abolition of plural voting which
TTouTd strengthen the hands of the
liberals to carry tie remainder
their program
L One of tho peaceful rcvoJaxJ
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I tian is over and when the new panic
meet assembles in February the work
of TftgeaeraBon will begin That it
will be feMewed by further conflict

At the time the fellow who
waits till she sets under the mistletoe

itever Derry away any blue
ae a heart smasher

Fer tut outbreak that has bean COM
ely atamped out the Mexican rove

JutteD fe a pretty lively institution
TIle mencment for tHe physical valua

tlea ef Cttrtotmae presents begin
about Monday or Tuesday

Majer Sylvester in the meantime Is
amid bopitia to fled Peeks te his
toektaa Sunday ptorntng

The water wa eo driver te boglinttaK
to leek over Us equi mont preparaterr
to hftcWnc vn

Dr Coek is beut to put the come-
back theory te the severest test it has
yet encountered

Ax any mtev shopper con
a firm re 0ntien te be early next

year

It looks ae if Cuba neeefe another

Capital Tales
Farming Experts

Two men in Washington who prob-
ably know more Intimately the farm
rife of the South than any other noon
in be country are Dr S A Knapp ia
charge of demonstration farm work in
the South for the Department of Agri
culture and isle son Bradford Knapp
who te his assistant

Mr Knapp lately came to Washing
ton from Iowa to assist his father but
be knows Southern farming
spelt raaay years ia that section The
Knnppc are teae Southern
farmers bow to grow corn becauee
they My cheap corn means cheap meet

We found we couldnt get the old
men to change their ways of raisin
corn sold Dr Knapp ao we tackled
the boys And when the old man sees
the boy raising several times aa many

te the acre as he does be comes
rouad an sight
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Morals In Panama
Natives t Panama are taught

that American citizens are abetemioua
to stories brought back

country by members of
wise recently visited the Isthmus
Maurice H Thaeher civil governor of

to the teacher

t-ot C

time Canal Zone

being

according
agrm

I

j

3r Tha a er went to
sewn er eight months ago j

offlcials and O e of
ftctata waited patiently for I

reception Art a r
sign of a reception some of Tharfter
friend went to hint and auggeeted the

and entertaining his
frieada-

AB right Bald Mr Ths eh r bet
waRt tt und r t od no Ueoer

snail b veered on my premises and

Bat my dear fellow protested the
Aarorfcaae aUeuaderstand This

tropical country These people
dewa there think no more of
and stnoteing then you think of going
to Sunday school In Kentucky

I cannot help that aaoweaed-
Thacfcer I do not ia drinking
end I do not believe ia aunMng
Therefore we snail have of it ia
my bones

us cempreariee suggested aa
shay offleer I suppose we con bluT
the thins through without liquor of any
kind although we ought to nave a
mild sort of punch But man alive
tbeea folks down here would rather

Well said Governor Thacber reluetaatly tf there is going to be aay
hard feeKaK about let themsmoke out on the back porch And

Floor Lieutenant Mann
James R 3 aan Representatrvs in

from the Second Illinois district-
is threoghoat the country as the
floor lieutenant of Speaker Cannon It
is probable that few people realize juat
what Xaaa does oa the floor to win
that title and even the crsual observer
ia the gallery would kaovr when be was
working at his Job of lleuteaaat Part
9f the Job consists of objecting to meas
vree which do not meet with the ap
proval of the Republican organization

One of the most unique features of
Job however consists of talking against
time rules were amended at
the last seeeton of Congress evea Asher
Hinds the parliamentary expert at
Speakers desk has some difficulty

the Speaker with rulings and
references to precedents right off tbe
bat It is in such emergencies that
Mann gets on the Job

When it becomes apparent at theparliamentary tangle a difficult onesad may cause some searching into old
records it is up to Mann to see that the
dilemma of the Speaker does notapparent to the House

Mr says the floor Heti
tenant when be gets word theSpeakers messenger that sonic timemust be

The gentleman from IHIaoie
the Speaker searching through
Ute records-

I desire to be heard on the point of
order

Thereupon Mr to talk
Having an extensive knowledge of
so ahead and talks and talks
and until be finds that the

with assistance of Hinds
ie prepared to rule oa the point ef
order and not untI then does
the gentleman from Illinois desist
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Whats on the Program in
Washington Today

Amusements
National Belles 815 p m
Columbia Tha Havoc 815 p
Chases Polite vaudeville 2U5 and 825

p m V
Avenue Grand Vaudeville afternoon

and evening
Academy The Stampede 815 p mSugars Serenaders 2a5 andSU p m
Xyceum Bflly Watsons Show 215 andStK p m
MaJePtto Vaudeville
Arcade Skating afternoon and evening

The Times will be pleased to announce meetings and entertainments Incolumn Phone or write announce
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Washington Society Gives Welcome This Afternoon
To Miss Hazel V Cox and Miss Edna Tayloe Snyder

Mr and Mrs W V Cox
Will Present Daughter at

Tea at Family Home

Mr awl Mrs W V Cox are giving
a large tea this afternoon from i to 7-

oeteck to present their daughter Miss
Hazel V Cox The old family res
dance en I street will be effectively
decorated for the occasion with quant
ties of Chrtetmae greens and red roses

Mrs Cox and Miss Cox will be as-
sisted by Mrs S S Henkle and lissEmery aunts of the debutante Mrs JM Green Mrs William Shryock and
Mrs A V Munn of N

There aaatettng win be Miss Louise
Robertson bliss Mildred Bacon buss

Edmonston lang Miss Ida
Smith Miss Frances Thorn

Miss Catherine Birney Mi Ruth Larnor Miss Alice Wright Mies Marion
True Miss Iris Masters and Ktos Mary
Poole

Mrs Cox wilt receive in a handsomegown of salmon satin veiled in tur
uuotse blue chiffon embroidered In thetwo shades The debutante gown win
be of white mewaltoe satin veiled inchhTon and trimmed in crystal and allyen lace will carry an armful ofKUlaraey noose and lines of the valley

j
Mr and Mrs Peyton Russell enter-

tained a party at bridge last evening

Idles Silk TWnMama daughter of
Senatorelect John Sharpe Williams of
Mississippi will spend the Christmas
holidays with her cousin Mr D Jtiantt of 3HZ Eleventh street

Mrs Beekman Winthrop
Entertains Navy Women

Mr B efcman Winthrop wife of
ALMrimant Secretary of tho Navy onter
tallied at a ntaii luncheon today hav-
ing a her interesting co

of navy women In the party
were Mrs Charles T Hutching wife of
R ar Admire U S X Mrs

wife 0 Commodore
Mrs Walter Mc

Lean wife of Captain McLean U S 1C

Mrs FechUer wife of Captain FecatlerU S N Mr C C Marsh rife offttmntander Marsh U S N Mrs Ros-coe C Budroer wife of Lieutenant Com-
mander Gherardi U S N

Mr and Mrs Wtathrop are thecity tomorrow to spend Christmas withMr Winthrop mother Mrs Robert
York will return to Washington Tuesday MrsWinthrop will sot receive tomorrow inconreqnence
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Princeton Maakiass
Get Hearty Welcome

An enthusiastic audience greeted thePrinceton University Glee Baste and
Manooin Club at its concert at the New
Willard last evening The program
which was unusually interesting was
followed by an Informal dance attendedby a large contingent of the younger setThe patronesses of the occasion wereMrs George WMUteki Brown MrsRussell Train Mrs William MIrwin Mrs Myron M Parker Mrs Victor Mrs Thomas Xoyes
Mrs John Wilkins Mrs EMrs John W McCartney MrsJames Green Mrs Clay Stewart
aaae Fox Mrs Z T Mrs Wiltlam A Moames Mrs John C Simpson
Mrs William Flather Mrs TDunlop Mrs Myron B Wright MrsAlexander Brtttoa Mrs Robert CrawMrs H Bradley Davidson Mrs Bd-
n wnd Brady Mrs W B Bryan MrsJ M Clapp Mrs H C Metzerott andMrs Alexander P Morse

The rector of Christ Church Mrs A
S Johns sad Miss Johns will be athome this evening from X to S oclockat the street southeast to

members of the congregation They
will be assisted wives of ves-trymen and the yours ladies of the
Chancel Chapter

Miss Newbeny Departs
T Join Her Parents

Miss Carol Newberry daughter of the
former Secretary of the Navy and Mrs
Mewfeerry left Washington today to j

Join bet parents in Detroit for
after an extended visit to the

Mfeees Murray daughters of Brig Gen
and MAl Arthur U S A

Lteuteaant Colonel James military
attache of embassy has
Forte to Boston vicinity forseries of visits during the holidays Hissuccessor Lieut Cot J M McLacMen
will arrive in Washington shortly afterthe formers return in anent a fortnight
ad early in February James
will sail to iota his family who havealready preceded hint to their home inEngland-

Mr and Mrs Legate and Mr
and William Corcoran Hilt wereamong the dinner hosts of last evening

Senator Joseph W Bailey and MrsBailey entertained a of young
people at informal dancing lastat RaMSchers for theirson Joseph w Bailey Jr who is spend
big his vacation with Ms parents

lAter in hoHdayy they
a hence party of people for their
son and hie classmate Mr GoMIng of
Lawrenceville N J
Miss Downing Bride
Of William W Finley Jr

Mr and Mrs A C Downing announce
the marriage of their daughter Miss
Vera Downing to William i Finley-
Jr son of William W Finley president
of the Southern Railroad and Mrs Finley The wedding took place yesterday
in Baltimore

The engagement of was and
Mr Finley was announced last spring

the wedding would have taken place
this fall or early this winter but formourning ia the brides family

Representative and Mrs Sher
have SORe to New York to spend theholidays with Mrs mother

Mrs Critten at her home on Staten
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Representative and airs RichardWayne Parker are spending ChristmasIn Savannah Ga Itra Parkersfather Gen W Gordon aocompan
led by the Misses Parker and MasterCortJand Parker They wfll return toWashington for Christmas week

General Gordon to entertaining a fam-ily party for the in
in addition to Representative-

and Mrs Parker another soninlaw anddaughter the Hon Roland and
Mrs Leigh and their children of Eng
land another daughter Mrs
lam Low

Edward Randolph of PrincetonHas arrived in Washington to spend theboltd with his father and sistersCoJ H Her U SA and theMisses HeyL

Miss Caughy who has been the house-guest of Miss Elizabeth Reeslde for thelast several days left Washington yes
terday for Richmond she willremain until after the holidays MissCaughy will be the west of Miss Ree
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MISS HAZEL V COX

Debutante Daughter f Mr a Mrs
W V Wlw Wilt Pre-

sented This AfterH

llnrrteLwka

Cox Be

wuslaua
Copyrighted

¬

MISS EDNA TAYLOE SNYDER
Daughter ef the Rev and Mrs William

Tayloe Who Makes
Her Des t Teday

HarrisEwingCopyrighted

Snyder
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Andrew and Imogene
By Roe Fulkerson

said laMgeae lay dowa your paper I want to ask

dove he replied it I had laid larva what I had in
my Mad every yoW have asked a ea qMcrtfon s4ace we were married
T wiHiM baTe dome Httte

Well be tbat as it may she sM pose wise end of
this domestic sketch You have a opinion on every oa earth
and are a sort of general lowwitalL New I want you te tell me in as
few words as possible what is the objeot the excwee for existence of
the Board of Trade the Chamber Ot ntmoroe and these organizations
of citizens all over the city No aoasease BOW

Why dear thats easy he ruled They are to promote the
good of the ctttoeae Yen see we have no vote here we
have BO board of aM ra e or axythiag of that nature and it is organ
teatkms 9t this deectiatflBB nMcA go before Congress with o r needs
The two great orgaaizatiOB you are Intended to

pcoaote the welfare of the commer-
cial side of the city

well Now tell me how
maay Government enapioyes there
are ia the city

Honey he said cvrkMseiy yo r
mind hops around like a lame
hopper There are about thirty
thousand I believe

salad hUt mind
Now tell me

how much mosey they get here from
the Government

Tbirtyoae nailJioa dollars a year-
I believe or if you include the
Congressional and court outfit
thirtysix millions What are you
setting at

Why I was Just thinking test if this Cary bill passed the House add
fag 2S per cent to the salaries of the clerks it would add over 7000000-

a year to the money spent in the stores deposited in the banks invested In
real estate and paid oat m amusements here ia the city

Nowit seems to e that who are so wise and such-

a hand in the commercial welfare of the city ought to be doing something
to help these clerks get this raise If it was nothing more than pass a
resolution or two

You axe supposed to be the composite of all that is wise and far
You spend mosey going oat of the city to get conventions which

will come here and spend a few meager thousands and go away forever
You printed up eadtoga paper to paper the world on the general topic
Greater Washington a few years ago with the idea of getting some factories
here when there fa not a factory in the country paying out seven million
dollars a year Why dont you get busy

Why are not these doing something Why haveat they filled
the committee rooms with delegations in interest of the clerks when
the clerks spend their money with them Why dont Past Worthy Grand
Patron Gude Noble Captaia Oyster President General Harries Past State
Deputy Dan Callahan and all these gentlemen of highsounding titles get
going

Imogene aoat excite yowseif he cautioned wouldnt under-

stand if I explained it Women cannot grasp these things
No she replied with heat we cannot understand why you men

have a bursa drawer full of badges and medals labeling you with big
titles when your only ability seems to be in presiding over banquets
You make me think of the animals on the farm down home When
put a bell one of the sock the rest followed the tinkling with blind
faith so also you mew bang a title of Most Puissant Grand Somethingor

candlestick maker and then the whole crowd
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follow him with blind faith regardless of whether he is a real leader or not
You follow the noiSe he makes My mind may be feminine and the feminine
mind may be obtuse but I would like to know why you folks dont get
in and do something to the interests of the people whose money is
keeping you alive

didnt you motion Louis WiUige Hes a candidate for vice
of the Cira ber of Commerce Andrew asked the question

with a smile-
I didnt include him because he has no title He doesnt keep in

the limelight enough All be does is W9rk I noticed when they put him
on this milk committee that all he did was get busy He didnt get his
picture In the paper He wasnt interviewed nor anything of that sort but-
I also notice that there has been a milk bill Introduced In Congress
That man is never going to be popular In ckic circles because he does
things Hes got a wrong idea of the game he should quit work and
go to talking He should cultivate the friendship of the local public
service corporations he should

There there dear Andrew Interrupted Dont get peevish he may
ha lected in spite ol these
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Home of Mrs Francis A
Roe to Be Scene of Miss

Snyders Debut

Miss Tayloe Snyder daughter of
the Rev and Mrs WiUfaun Taytoe S0rder will make her debut tWo afternoon
at a large
cf her greataunt Mrs Francs A floern Seventeenth street

The house WIll be effectively decorated
with Christmas mesas and flow atj for

occasion
Mrs Roe and Mrs Snyder will resolve

with the debutante who wilt wear
dainty frock of white moscnUno trimmed
with marabou and crystal aad a ert
son girdle Her bouquet will a huge
cluster of crtewoR carnations

Mrs Charles CbaUieLoBg aaat of tb
debutante aAd Miae Berry wM preside
at the tea table

Assisting will be Miss Snyder Miss
Faith Snyder Mfca Elton Ffliabrewn
Miss Nancy Jones BzaSjr Bo s
Miss Helen w Dorothy
Brooks and Miss HeJeaa Smith

Mrs Charles G Thora wnt entertain
at an informal dance at her

Bfltmore street 3S for
her daughter Frances Thorn whowas among the debutantes ef laet sea-son

Mrs Tem A Wllttanw wW not be athome this afternoon
J

President and Mrs Taft
Attend Play at Columbia

The President and Mrs Taft attended
the performance of Henry MUter te The
Havoc at the CotamMg Theater test
events IB their party were Mien
Taft Captain Butt U S A Mr
Worcester

Mr and Mrs Horace v oett hoed a
company of yetI people with
them last aight te meet MB Helen
Taft

Robert Taft arrived at the
House this te 8f ead taint
n as holidays with kin parents

s
The Secretary of State and Mrs

KJKKC accompaMied by their ass and
da eJ terlalaw Mr and Mrs teed
Knox ad Hugh Kaex wM spend
Chrtetatas at ihesr country place atValley Forge Pa-

S 2

The Secretary of Interior and MrsBalttc er have to VIrgi a the

Mrs Herbert Robbins of New
York
may

Mr and Mrs H JBKKs nave
pvrdiased reefdeaee of Mr andMrs Cheeks Mariatt at Magoachu
setts avenue and fifteenth street ftndwin tales possession upon the contfte-ttea of extensive repairs
ston upon completion ef exten rerepairs

SANTA AT TIMES

Happy Old Saint and St
Nicholas Girl Will Greet

Children

CeatfeMfeafroBt Flat Page

TIM St
Nicholas Girl that Teuve
been in requesting your patron
and Santa Claus to provide you
with certain Httte things dear to your
heart at this time ef the year or

old time as far as that IB con-
cerned and he has the
St Nicholas Girl to look out for you
SbeH do her nest You can be assured
of that She has the waste and seeds
and happiness of the little ones at heart
and she will tell Uncle Saata aH about
1C Dont worry shell do her best

Committee There to Help
And in order that her work and that

of Santa Claus shall be done properly
and under the best auspices there will
be a committee of interested persons on
band to witness the events of ttte dayTiers will be plenty of and warmthand good Santa Claus and the St
Nicholas Girl will be surrounded by tbefollowing persons of public spirit and

who will see to It that every
thing well

Isaac Cans J e ef theJuvenile court William F Code D JCallahan Thomas Grant Mrs Come HRudolph Mrs A and Mrs Waiter McLean
In addition members of tIN LadlesAuxiliary of which Mrs

Gans is chairman wilt be there to
witness Ute proceedings and participate
in the

The distribution will continue through-
out the day There will be ae

s the children stand
In end the toys last there will be

doing every minute
of police haskindly consented to police

noon to perform duty during day
three big stand by

and see that alls well Dont worry
they11 smile Their mission win be one
of and happiness They are an-
ticipating the event with as slack

and expectant happiness afe the
children of

Dear Sent Claus
I am going to be good I would like

to bave a dolts Recart and I treat a
story book and a desk and a
hammock I want a pair of stockings
and I want dolt dressed kr long
clothes I want a good composition
book I want my stockings hued withcandy and nuts I want apples andoranges Goodbye Dear Claus
I am a lltie girl eight years old I am
in the second grade My brother is in
the second grade He waats a story
book too wants a pair ef boots
and a pair of gloves

My name Is
CATHERINE BURGESS

134 C street southwest

Virginia Official Dead
RICHMOND Va Dec 38 Arrange-

ments were made today for the funeeal
of CoL Morton rye State auditor ofaccounts who died at Ms homehere yesterday after an illness of Bayera weeks ftpa rheumatism
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